SRI AUROBINDO AND TANTRA

development of the mind, and that law also is natural. The
mental processes of man are also formed out of Nature, and
words have naturally come into existence and developed as a
medium of the expression of those processes.  For example,
when the human infant cries as soon as it is born, the dhvani
(sound) that comes out of its throat is always of the same kind.
Moreover, every child calls its mother by the sound "Ma", it
rises spontaneously from its throat. The relation of the child
with its mother is naturally expressed by the sound "Ma". The
child recognises its mother first of all; then the more it makes
its acquaintance with the world and with other people, the more
it tries to express it in various sounds. A little close observation
shows that there is a general uniformity in the natural utterances
of infants. As infants grow into adults in the course of natural
development, so also primitive peoples have turned into cultured
humanity following a natural course of development.  The
evolution of the human languages is only a history of the evolution
of the racial mind and its nature. An investigation into this
history shows that the mind of man was at first bound to the
external senses and sense-experiences. The centre of the sense-
experiences of man lies in his brain and the nervous system ; so
the main functions of the primitive mind were to have external
experiences and to respond to them The original language of
man was nothing more than a patural by-product of the actions
and reactions of his nervous system. The late Sir John Woodroffe
observed in his book. The Garland of Letters : "Physiologically
each single vibration acting on the ear, nerves and brain centres,
produces a single pulse of agitation, a single nerve-shock, just as
a single tap on the door produces a single shock and this again
a single sound. This single pulse of brain excitement ought to
produce a single pulse of feeling, a feeling stem or feeling
element," . . . (Chapter IX). It is obvious that this feeling
element of the primitive man is confined within his nervous
system. So Sri Aurobindo also has said:  ". . . . The factor
which presided over the development of language was the
association by the nervous-mind of the primitive man of certain
general significances. . . . The process of the association was
also in no sense artificial but natural, governed by simple
and definite psychological laws."1

Thus the natural language of man originated from his
primitive nature ; that was the language of the natural reactions

' The Secret of tlie Vedas, Chapter V.
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